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COVID Rapid testing kits 

by Makerere at              

Advanced stage  

M 
akerere University is in ad-
vanced stages of developing 
much cheaper and faster test 

kits that will not need a laboratory like the 
existing test kits.  

According to the Vice Chancellor Professor 
Barnabas Nawangwe, researcher and virol-
ogist, Dr. Misaki Wayengera is leading the 
research into the cheaper tests that will 
take just  five minutes to yield COVID-19 

results.  https://bit.ly/2VQbfxR 

 

Highlights Uganda 

Numbers 

63 Cases 

45 Discharged 

0 Deaths 

5,664 Tested 

Global Numbers 

WHO: 2,471,136 

cases | 169,006 
deaths 

JHU: 2,594,724 

Cases| 179,778 

deaths 
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he world has been hit hard by 

coronavirus. Starting from Chi-

na in December 2019, the virus 

has spread to more than 200 countries. 
 

With developed economies suffering 

such repercussions, developing coun-

tries, especially in Africa, have started 

to feel the impacts of the disease. 
 

These are manifested directly in the 

health sector and indirectly in other 

sectors as a result of supply and de-

mand shocks.  
 

Besides the deaths, the economic im-

pacts have had dramatic effects on the 

wellbeing of families and communities. 
 

What next?  
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has portrayed 

the interlinkages between health and 

economic activities. Countries ought 

not to prioritise economic drivers alone 

in their national budgetary allocations 

but should also consider other social 

sectors, like health. Find out more here; 

https://bit.ly/3eA9PQB 

In this country, we have used 

chloroquine for many years. 

We think patients should ben-

efit from the drug as it inter-

feres with virus entry and pro-

teins. Hydroxychloroquine 

alone   has a safety profile so 

we think patient could benefit 

as they have anti-viral proper-

ties. 

Prof. Pauline Byakika, MakCHS 

UBA and the Deposit Protection 

Fund have today contributed 

Shs.200M as financial support to-

wards production of rapid testing 

kits for COVID-19. 

Mathias Katamba, the UBA Acting 

Chairman said the support extend-

ed by financial institutions is tar-

geted to facilitate 53,000 tests 

across the country. The revelation 

was made in an April 22 statement. 
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